
Prior knowledge/key knowledge

Prior 
know-
ledge

• This is a new Science topic thsi tear for all 
the children.

Key knowledge for Y3/4
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1 Topic: Sound

Vocabulary

amplitude A measure of the strength of a sound wave

decibel A measure of how loud a sound is

pitch How high or low  a sound is

sound waves Invisible waves that travel through air, 
water and solid objects as vibrations

vibration Invisible waves that move quickly

volume How loud or quiet a sound is

Big Questions/Challenging Perceptions

If you lived near a noisy building site, you 
would not want to hear the sounds of the 
machines! You would need to find a way 
to absorb the sounds so your house 
remained quiet and peaceful. What
would you do?

Key skills /investigative focus
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